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In-Store Special 
Buy a new Mac, get a free printer 


Buy a select HP, Canon, or Epson inkjet printer with any new iMac, MacBook, MacBook Pro, 

or Mac Pro and receive a rebate for the cost of the printer (up to $100). 

Visit MacResource to get your hands 
on the latest Apple products, at 

Apple's education discount pricing. 
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Aggieland’s source for Apple products and service! 


New & refurbished Apple hardware - Apple Educational pricing * Apple Authorized Service Provider 
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‘en “Dude” McLean 


50 Old Army 


Do you know where the photo above was taken? Send an e-mail to photo@aggiemag.com 
and let us know. Get it right and we'll enter your name in a drawing for a free copy of the book 


Standing for America: The Spirit of Kyle Field, Look for the answer in the next issue of Al, 
The photo in the January/February 09 issue was of the Liberty Bell replica in the Academic Building 


Subscribe Now for 


ONLY °18 


OR BUY ONE, GET 
ONE HALF PRICE! 


Subscribe to Aggieland Illustrated, 
the premier magazine for Texas A&M 
sports enthusiasts, for just $18 for a 
1-year subscription (8 issues) —a 43% 
savings off the cover price! Save 
even more by getting a second or 
third subscription for half price! 
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Three ways to subscribe: 

1. Online: www.aggielandillustrated.com 

2. By phone: Call us at 1-866-55-AG-MAG 
(1-866-552-4624) 

3. By mail: Send your subscription and 
payment information (check or credit 
card) to: 


Aggieland Illustrated 
PO Box 6841 


Bryan, TX 77805-6841 


If ordering by phone or by mail, be sure to 
specify which offer you want to take advan- 
tage of 
* 1-Year Subscription (8 issues): $18 
* 2-Year Subscription (76 issues): $32 
* Buy 1, Get 1 Half Price (two I-year 
subscriptions, 8 issues each): $27 


+ Bonus Offer: Buy 1, Get 2 Half Price (three 
1-year subscriptions, 8 issues each): $36 
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Howdy! 

Alright, it’s confession time. We held our second annual Aggreland Illustrated Staff 
Bowl Pick ‘em Contest and ran the predictions in our previous issue. The loser of 
said contest gets the pleasure of writing the editor’s note in the next issue. For those 
of you keeping score, this year’s results ended in a tie between our fearless leader, Bri- 
an, and my beautiful bride, Stacey. Unfortunately, Mrs. Ksionda lost the tiebreaker 
(total points in the National Championship game) and spared Brian his usual task of 
writing this note. 

By now I’m sure many of you scholarly subscribers have picked up on the fact that 
Stacey isn’t writing this note, and are eagerly anticipating an explanation. I’d like to 
tell you that I've taken the chivalrous road and volunteered to lift the burden from 
my bride’s shoulders. Sadly, that isnt the truth. The fact is Stacey didn’t even make 
her own picks. The Aggies weren’t in a bowl this year, and she didn’t give one iota 
about any of the other bowls being played. So, always seizing an opportunity when I 
see it, I thought I'd up my chances of “winning” this year’s contest by submitting two 
entries, Stacey's and my own. 

Obviously, that plan backfired. What's worse is that I was one loss away in my own 
“real” picks from finishing in a three-way tie for last. Thankfully, the Gators took 
care of the Sooners in the BCS Championship Game, preventing such a travesty 
from occurring. 

Initially my plan was to tell you that our dog, Lucy (pictured above), actually made 
Stacey’s picks and I was writing the letter on her behalf. But since our local news- 
paper sports editor has already cornered the market on blaming dogs for his picks, 
I thought it best to just admit my own defeat. So there you have it — my confession. 
The “football guy” on staff couldn’t put his money where his mouth is and now you 
all have to suffer through reading my drivel. 

But as long as I've got the stage, I want to seize another opportunity and thank 
you for being a part of our magazine. Whether you're a reader, subscriber, advertiser, 
staff member, or family member, you allow us to do what we love best — follow Ag- 
gie sports and share them with others. It’s a privilege to follow the student athletes 
who choose to represent our great university through athletics, and we consider it an 
honor to share their stories with each of you. 

So from all of us at Aggieland Ilustrated, to all of you: Thank you. Here’s to great 
memories for years to come, anda few more championship seasons along the way. 

And in case you were wondering, Brian’s wife, Kim, won this year’s contest, and 
will likely never let him forget it. 


God Bless, and Gig’em Aggies! 


Unnsnn, Cin 


PS. Check out our new Maroon Market feature on page 17! If you are 
interested in advertising your Aggie product, call Rob at (979) 229-8046 
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Experience the soothing coos 
of our resident mourning doves 
and gentle breezes rustling through 
the wisteria-draped arbor — an 
unexpected oasis in the heart of 
College Station. Complement the 
experience of your stay with more 
conveniences and services than 
you'll find anywhere else in the 


Open Floor Plans S& Privare Bedrooms, 
Custom Pillow-Top Beds ~ Luxury Bedding 
Fully-Equipped Kirchens ~ Exquisite Poo! 
Fitness Genter ~ Lush Landscaping. 
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MEETING THE DENTAL NEEDS OF 
TEXAS AGGIES 
Conseative Dental Practic 
(979) 846-2098 


MPM}. Donald McLeroy, D.D.S. ’68 
[Bb 2; Donald McLeroy, TNP-S } 


4343 Carter Creek Parkway, Suite 105 in Bryan 
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Easterwood Airport — 
Fly into 
he Heart of 
Aggieland. 


Whether arriving by commercial airline or in your own private aircraft, Easterwood Airport 
(CLL) provides the most convenient access to the Bryan-College Station community. The 
airport is located just minutes from Texas A&M University and the George Bush 
Presidential Library and Museum. American Eagle and Continental Connection offer daily 
flights connecting through the Dallas-Ft. Worth and Houston airports. General Aviation 
customers receive the best customer service from professionally trained line attendants 
and AVTRIP points for fuel purchases. 


www.easterwoodairport.com 
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1-877-966-3283 
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Use promo code 4/39 for free shipping! Me Experience 
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Adidas Practice Jersey 
REDASS SPORTSWEAR 
979-219-8121 
www.redassgear.com 


Custom Aggie Photo Balls 
PICTURE THIS PHOTO BALLS 
830-393-6935 


$44.99 www.picturethisphotoballs.com 
] Gall for priang 
<< 


> 
The Aggie Desk 
UNIQUE MESQUITE 
1-866-597-6100 

www.uniquemesquite.com/tamudesk 
Gall for pricing 


<< 

Standing Together: The Spirit of Kyle Field 

1-800-358-0560 

www.kylefieldbook.com Custom Aggie Fishing Rod 
30% off — limited time offer ROD AND REEL CENTER 


Promo code: Aggieland 979-846-6070 


www.rattlerrods.com 
Call for pricing 
> 


www.agaiela 


1 mile from Texas A&M University off University Drive (less than 3 miles to Kyle Field), 
2 bedroom, 2.5 baths, gated community - clubhouse, pool, media facility, fitness room & ethernet. 3 
Each condo has over 1,100 square feet with full size washer & dryer. Fenced yatd 


Gameday condos or luxury student living ready for move-in! | Starting at $130’s 


Al TRIVIA CHALLENGE 


How well do you know your 
Texas A&M football history? 


1, How many seasons did All-American 
Jacob Green play in the NFL? 


Keller Williams Realty Brazos Valley 
2700 Earl Rudder Frwy South Ste 3000 
College Station, TX 77845 

Phone: (979) 693-9100 

Fax; (979) 693-9144 


KELLER WILLIAMS 


Cindy Haas Davis, Realtor 
Cell: (979) 255-2817 
www. CindyHacsDavis com 


Jackie Sherrill was hired in 1982 for 
what was then the unprecedented 
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Raven makes sure to see your dreams 


and Vision 


ind understand the lifestyle 


. Jarrin’ John Kimbrough originally 
played for which school, where he 
was cut from the roster? 

a. Texa: 
b, Tulane 


you want to live. We strive to make sure that c. LSU 


9 | yournew home is truly you 


custom homebuilding 


Tom Allen 


979-229-4382 


Mary Watson 


d. Houston, 


Who holds the school record for most 
rushing yards in a single game, with 
297 against SMU? 

mith in 1950 


for your 


The answers can be found inan ad in this magazine. 


Manic Whether you are looking for 
a simple nail treatment or 


an exquisite spa package, 


Pedicures 


Body Massa 


Reflexolog 
Bee, our experienced and 
acials 
Wash friendly staff will pamper 
Eyelash Exfentions you while you relax your 


Exquisite Spa Packages worries away. 


{ “ s te 3001 Wildflower Dr. #111 
7 (Z Bryan, TX © 9792776-2224 


NAIL & SPAmiisi the Bryan Towne Center) 


MENTION THIS AD FOR $5 OFF A SP; 
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17 Stories, 300-rooms 
3500 Square Foot Penthouse "== 


Located Across From 
‘Texas A&M University 


Whether youare hosting a group of friends for a big game party 
or an intimate gathering, The Penthouse with its unparalleled 
breathtaking views is the perfect place for any occasion, 


410 South Texas Avenue® College Station 
(979) 846-4242 « (800) 888-6937 * www.plazacs.com 
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Just past the midpoint of the conference schedule, the Aggies have recorded some big wins as 
well as some tough losses. Surprisingly, the biggest wins have come on the road against Mis- 
souri, Oklahoma State and Texas, The team's only home loss came in a back and forth contest 
against rival Baylor. With huge home rematches against the Longhorns, Sooners and Cowboys 
still on the horizon, the success of the season is still to be determined. 


scoreboard | men’sbasketball 


With the regular season winding down, the Texas A&M men’s basketball team finds themselves in a battle 
to save their postseason hopes and dreams, The good news is that their most difficult conference games 
are behind them, The bad news is that they likely need to win the rest to secure an invitation to the NCAA 
tournament. Without a great finish — either in conference play or a tournament championship run - the 
Ags are looking at ending their streak of consecutive trips to the dance at three. That will undoubtedly 
provide plenty of motivation down the stretch for the team to pull together and try to find a way to get 


HANDCRAFTED CUSTOM 
BUILT RODS FOR THE 
DISCRIMINATING 
FISHERMAN 


‘The tltimate gift for all occasions. 
Coordinate colors to match the 
deserving fisherman's favorite 

school and personalize with his 
or her name. Commemorate that 
special occasion with a unique, 
“one of a kind” present that will 
be treasured forever. 
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Aggie Owned & Operated 


Two Convenient Locations in College Station: 


710 Earl Rudder Frwy. S. at University 
979-846-7781 


12875 Wellborn/FM 2154 
979-764-7781 


men are ranked No. 1 in the nation and the men are 
No. 4, (equestrian) The Texas A&M equestrian team is ranked No. 4 in the 
nation after dropping a 13-7 decision at South Carolina and a 13-10 contest 


at home to Baylor. 
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LOCAL ADVERTISING EXPERTS 
Are they Finding YOU? or THEM? 


THERE WERE OVER 
9,600,000,000 
U.S. INTERNET SEARCHES 
IN DECEMBER 200777 


Our Clients are on Page One 


BS88.867.39540 
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Presenting the Texas A&M Collection by James Avery. 
Perfect gifts for the new graduate, special student 
or alum in your life 


Gig ‘Em, Aggies! 


; James Avery 


wwwijamesavery.com 
800-283-1770 


“Tess ASEM Key Ghain (1" Jong), bronze = $70, sterling silver ~ $125. Block Texas AGM Loge Cham 
‘Ce! long), sterling silver $41, 14K gold —$110. Shown on our Cable Chain and sold separately 
Prices subject to change withoutnotice, © 2009 James Avery Craftsman, Inc, 
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DCI Biologicals 
4223 Wellbom Ra, 
Bryan, TX 
979.846.8855 


Need money for tuition, books, food, gas or entertainment? 
Short of Cash? Donate Plasma! Thousands do. 


Earn up to 


$170/mo. 


New & Return* Donors: *not donated in 6 months 
Bring this ad and receive $5 extra on your 2nd and 4th donation. 


DC! BIOLOGICALS 


THE PLASMA GENTER 


of Resiclency 


Westgate Biologicals 
Bring — Picture 1D, 
Berg Pretwre D700 Universiy Dr E, Ste 114 


College Station, TX 
979.268.6050 


Www. DOIPLASMA.cOM 


Losey HOURS 
Men-Thun 9am ~ Apo 
Frit 9am = 6pm 
Sat; 9am ~ tom 


City Bank fs a proud supporter of Texas A&M Athletics 
[© 2008 City Hank Texas, 10228457563. 


All Gutter Buck 30% off 


WWW.REDASSGEAR.COM 
900 HARVEY RD. ACROSS FROM THE TAP IN THE POST OAK VILLAGE SHOPPING CENTER 
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AUTO - NAVASOTA 


1614 E. Washington © Navasota, TX 
1-800-443-0045 


2009 
FOOTBALL 
RECRUITING 
CLASS 


Mike Sherman and staff build their first full 
recruiting class with character and speed 
BY JEREMY KSIONDA ‘04 


On February 4, Mike Sherman closed the book on his first complete 
recruiting class as ‘Texas A&M head coach. In his signing day press conference, Sher- 
man indicated that speed and character were essential ingredients when evaluating pros- 
pects. While character can be intangible, in that it can be built and measured over the 
course of a lifetime, speed is more concrete. In the words of A&M defensive coordinator 
Joe Kines, speed is something you can’t coach. You either have it or you're chasing it. 
If Sherman and his coaches’ evaluations were correct, this class shouldn't be doing very 
much chasing. Though running back Christine Michael is the most highly decorated 
member of the group, this class is “headlined” by an astonishing number of linebackers 
(5) and defensive backs (7) that will be called upon early to bring some much needed 
speed to the Aggie defense. 
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gare TERBURD b “| think A&M will get great things 
MINER from Aaron. He's fast, smart, and 
tough, and he makes plays off the 
edge in pass rushing situations.” 


—RockWaALl CoAcH Scott SMITH 


Clearlake High School (Clear Lake, TX) 
HT: 6-5 WT 10 


all stephenBARRERA o/ 


adette Bennett 


stevenCAMPBELL db 
IN age High School (Houston, TX) “I think Steven is going to 
1 eves. Surprise a lot of people. We like 
his aggressiveness — he’s very 
physical and loves to hit.” 


—A&M Coach Buppy Wyatt 


Personal: 


3 


cy kirbyENNIS de 
Huntsville Hig 100! (Huntsville, TX) 
V 


desmondGARDINER db 


Port Arthur Memorial High School (Port Arthur, TX) 


High School: 


Personal: 


“Ryan Is a soccer 
player. He’s a good 
athlete, and | want our 
punters to be good 
athletes. Those guys 
have to maneuver 
around, keep their 
composure, and may 
have to make a tackle.” 
—A&M Heap CoaAcH 
Mike SHERMAN 
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Houston Lamar High School (Houston, TX) 
HT: 5-10 WT: 190 


es ah dade oe TX) “We moved Dustin from 
g quarterback and wide receiver 
to corner on the last day of 
camp. He picked up every drill 
and showed great hips, feet 
and ball skills.” 
—A&M Coach CHaRLes McMILLAN 


Dallas Carter High School (Dallas, TX) 
HT: 6-1 WT: 280 


3 chriiHENDERSON at 


“Chris is what we needed — a big kid 
who ts active and can make plays.” 
—A&M Coacu Buppy Wyatt 


Navasota High School (Navasota, TX) 
HT: 6-1 WT: 180 


FY brandalJACKSON wr 


malcolmJOHNSON /b 


Klein Collins High School (Klein, TX) “We were looking to add 
Rb aL a more speed at linebacker and 
MW WMIENMEE Na\colm does just that. More 
than anything else, he can 
cover a lot of ground and 
make plays in space.” 


—A&M Coack Buppy Wyatt 


coryellJUDIE db 
Marlin High School (Marlin, TX), Fort Scott CC (JR) 
HT: 5-11 WT: 185 


patrick LEWIS o/ 


East St. John’s High School (LaPlace, LA) 


a michaelLAMOTHE /b 
=3)) New Iberia High School (New Iberia, LA) 


GE HT 6- 


“Michael is a class act and we have 

really enjoyed having him. He's a great 

athlete with a really good work ethic.” 
—New IBERIA COACH Rick HUTSON 
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spencerNEALY de 


al (San Ant 


“Nealy has a bubbling personality. 
don't know if he’s ever had a bad day. 
He plays with passion, which is a must 
at the defensive end position.” 

—A&M Coacu Buppy Wyatt 


hutsonPRIOLEAU te 


All Saints pal High School (Fort Worth, TX) 


High School: 
“Fort Worth 
» seanPORTER /b 

Schertz Clemens Fah Serco | (Schertz, TX) 
HE 6-2 WT 20 


Personal 


“*Prioleau i is obviously he: Wee of 
tight end that you look for. He's 
athletic and versatile and can run 
and block.” 


—A&M Coach Kirk Dott 
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@) rhontaeSCALES o/ 


Killeen High School (Killeen, TX) 
High School: 


Personal: 


“When Rhontae was here for junior day, 
we watched his tape and | told him some 
of the things he needed to work on. That 
might have been a little risky at the time, 
but he appreciated that, which in turn 
allowed us to have a relationship.” 


—A&M Heap Coach Mike SHERMAN 


es jonathanSTEWART /b 
e 


Shre Byrd High School (Shre 
HT 221 


High School: 
Personal: . 
“Jonathan is an excellent player. He made 
so many great plays for us. He’s a great 
student of the game as well.” 


—SHREVEPORT BYRD COACH Mike Suc 


 ryanSWOPE wr 
Austin Westlake High School (Austin, TX) 


HT: 6-0 WT: 19 


Beaumont Central High School (Beaumont, TX) 
HT: 6-1 WT: 19 


i] charlieTHOMAS db 
, 


“Charlie is a very explosive, 
physical defensive player and has 
a lot of upside. |’m excited to see 
him grow and progress in college.” 


£ stevenTERRELL db —BeAumont CoAcH DONALD STOWERS 
i) 


Wy Allen High School (Allen, TX) 
HT: 5-10 WT: 176 


coltonVALENCIA db 


Hightower High School (Missouri City, TX) 
HT: 5-10 WT: 176 


andrewWEAVER de fh 
H Waco High Schoo! (Waco, TX) Andrew has a good burst 


HT: 6-2 WE 215 off the edge. His biggest 
strength is going after the 
quarterback. He's a very 
aggressive player who 
chases the ball well.” 


—Waco Coach JoHNNy Tusa 
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The Aggie baseball team takes high 
expectations in stride as they begin the 
2009 season BY SCOTT CLENDENIN ‘89 


When Rob Childress flew straight to Texas A&M 
from the College World Series to accept the head coaching job, 
going back to Omaha and playing for the national championship 
were on his mind. He knew who he wanted to hire as assistant 
coaches, he knew where he wanted to recruit, and he knew the 
type of ball player he wanted to coach. The plan was in place 
when he sat down in his new office on the first day, and his burn- 
ing desire to return has not diminished since that day. 

The Aggies return what many consider the deepest pitching 
staff in the country as well as several key players who bypassed 
the opportunity to start their professional baseball careers after 
last season. Combined with a top recruiting class, Childress and 
his staff have the program ready to reach the next level. 

“I think we have a good enough nucleus that understands 
what you have to go through to put yourself in a position to 
go to Omaha.” Childress said. “We understand that we haven’t 
done that each of the last two years. We have worked very hard 
and gotten very close to be in that position, but we haven’t done 
enough to deserve a top eight national seed.” 

The disappointment of losing two straight super regional 
matchups at Rice — by a combined seven runs in those four games 
—has the coaches and players focused on taking the next step in 
2009. Last year the Aggies went 46-19 overall, winning the Big 
12 title with a 19-8 record while setting a conference record with 
16 consecutive league victories along the way. A&M is one of 
the favorites for another Big 12 championship in 2009, but the 
league is loaded with as many as five other teams that will begin 
the season ranked among the best in the country. 

“We want the bull’s-eye on our back and every team’s best 
shot,” Childress said. “I think every team in the country would 
embrace that. Our players have worked very hard to get ready 
for this year and even though it was a six week break between 
semesters, over half our team was back right in town right after 
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Christmas to work on their own.” 

The Aggie recruiting class was ranked as high as sixth in the 
nation this year, and it brought in talented pitchers and hitters to 
fill the spots of departing All-Big 12 players Darby Brown, Dane 
Carter, Jose Duran, Brian Ruggiano and Blake Stouffer. Filling 
those holes will be the key to the season. 

“There has been a lot of investment in the team from the 
coaches all the way through our staff down to the players,” Chil- 
dress said. “Our players understand what our goals are first and 
foremost — win 45 games in the regular season, be on top of the 
Big 12 and finish the season strong.” 

Texas A&M enters the season ranked No. | in the nation by 
Baseball America joining the 1989, 1993 and 1999 Aggie teams 
that have enjoyed such lofty rankings. However, this is the first 
time the honor came before a single game was played. This year’s 
club will try to emulate each of those great Aggie teams. They all 
won more than 50 games, with the two more recent teams end- 
ing their seasons in Omaha. 

On the mound, the Aggies return the pitchers who were re~ 
sponsible for all but five of the team’s victories in 2008. Brooks 
Raley (7-2, 4.76 ERA, 68 K) was the first freshman to start on 
Friday nights for the Aggies since Casey Fossum in 1997, while 
fellow freshman Barret Loux (6-2, 4.18 ERA, 81 Ix) was the Sat- 
urday starter. Clayton Ehlert is often overlooked as the Sunday 
starter, but he posted the best numbers of the group last season 
(6-2, 3.41 ERA, 48 K) and had a terrific fall camp. 

“The great thing about the 13-week schedule is that pitchers 
will get opportunities early,” Childress said. “We may find out 
something about a player that we don’t even know. That hap- 
pened last year with players pitching on Tuesdays and Wednes- 
days who might not have had the chance if we were still on the 
16-week schedule.” 

‘The return of All-Big 12 reliever Travis Starling (8-2, 3.70 
ERA, 9 saves) and Kyle Thebeau (6-5, 2.12 ERA, 3 saves) an- 
chors the end of a bullpen that looks to be even better in 2009. 
Shane Minks (4-1, 3.27 ERA) has climbed the draft boards af- 
ter a terrific summer, and Hank Robertson (1-0, 3.75 ERA, 1 
save) has recovered from an arm injury that ended his season last 
May. 

Former Freshman All-American Scott Mig] (3-3, 4.26 ERA) 
gives the coaches an experienced player for multiple roles on the 
mound. Steve Martin redshirted last year but has high velocity 
and is imposing on the mound. Watch for Nick Fleece — one 
of the surprises of fall practice — to get a chance on the mound 
when not in the lineup. 

All eyes - and radar guns — were trained on 2006 national 
freshman of the year Alex Wilson this summer at the Cape as he 
recovered from 2007 “Tommy John” surgery. Without throwing 
a single pitch last season, the Chicago Cubs drafted him in the 
eleventh round. The hard-throwing right-hander improved as 
the fall progressed, and some scouts think he could go in the first 
round this year. Trying to bump one of the returning starters out 
of a weekend job will be tough, but Wilson will still start 10-15 
games this year. 

Chad Sherman started for two seasons at Panola JC and had a 
great fall, impressing Childress with control and great off-speed 
pitches. Two hard-throwing freshmen — Ross Hales and Den- 
ny Clement —also showed Childress pitching poise and ability. 
They will see plenty of action out of the bullpen this year and 
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have the coaches excited about their futures. Tyler Dyer and 
Estevan Uriegas will provide depth from the left hand side and 
Ross Stripling is a developing righty. 

“These pitchers have to go out and prove it, compete on a 
daily basis and earn innings,” Childress said. “Not everyone is 
going to be in the starting rotation. We will need great long re- 
lievers, set up guys and guys who can finish games. Everyone has 
to take ona role and be great at it. They need to make us pitch 
them. 

Luke Anders (.349-16-58), turned down a chance to play for 
the New York Yankees after being drafted following last season. 
Hard work transformed the seldom used pitcher into a two-time 
All-Big 12 hitter, and he is poised for a huge senior season. Also 
returning is All-Big 12 outfielder Kyle Colligan (.317-15-39) 
providing a tremendous boost offensively and defensively. He 
looks to continue his leadoff role in 2009, setting the table for 
the offense. Brodie Greene (.290-4-27), who has started two 
years in the outfield will likely move into the infield and return 
to switch hitting for the first time in three years. Kevin Gon- 
zalez (.261-3-29) is the top defensive catcher in the Big 12, and 
his offense continues to improve. The team’s leading hitter dur- 
ing the fall, Fleece (23 1-2-10) showed his power during the Big 
12 tournament with a towering homerun off a parking garage 
over the left field wall. Raley (.259-0-9) played in the outfield 
when not pitching last year and could do the same in 2009. Ca- 
Jeb Shofner is a great utility player with a smooth hitting stroke. 
David Alleman is battling back from injuries but had a great fall 
as a switch-hitting outfielder. Andrew Nettune is another red- 
shirt possessing tremendous power, while providing important 
depth behind the plate. 

“There is no question in my mind that we are going to be able 
to hit this season,” Aggie hitting coach Jeremy Talbot said. “I 


“We want the bull’s-eye on our back 
and every team’s best shot.” 


—COoAcH Ros CHILDRESS 


am pretty confident that the fans will be really pleased with the 
offense they see on the field.” 

Nick Anders (431-7-51 at Temple JC) — Luke’ younger 
brother —and Adam Smith (.507-4-24 at Klein HS) have the un- 
enviable task of replacing All-Big 12 starters at third and short- 
stop respectively. National junior college player of the year Joe 
Patterson (.428-28-95 at Seminole JC) will catch behind Gon- 
zalez and see plenty of time at designated hitter this season to get 
his left-handed power in the lineup. Dylan Petrich (403-3-59 
at Butler JC) and Brett Parsons (.416-10-51 at Navarro JC) will 
battle for time in the outfield. Randall Thorpe is a blazing run- 
ner with a bright future in the Aggie outfield. Scott Arthur and 
Zach Luther are talented young infielders that will see limited 


action this season. 

“There are going to be some new faces out there when you 
look at us losing the Big 12 player of the year in Duran along 
with Carter, Stouffer, Ruggiano and Brown,” Childress said. 
“Those guys were in the lineup every day, but we don’t get to 
write them in there anymore.” 

Fans may talk about going to the College World Series in 
hushed tones, building up the trip to the heartland as a mystical 
place, but not the Aggie coaches and players. 

*If you can’t talk about Omaha, you are never going to get 
there,” he said. “It is something you need to talk about because 
if it becomes a taboo word — if you do get in that position — you 
will crumble. It is our ultimate goal. Not just to get there, but to 
stay there and have a shot to be the last team standing. 
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How rewarding has it been building this 
program back to the top of the rankings? 
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How do you find time at the plate for your 


players with so much depth offensively? pear 
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What made you want to teach hitting? 

For as long as | can remember, | have had an 
{nnér passion for anything that had to do with 
swinging and hitting a ball. Whether it was golf 


baseball of tennis, | was always enamored with 
word to deseribe it the physical aspects of the mavement, It is really 
motivating interesting when you look at the mind and body 


connection of what guys are doing mentally at 
the plate and how it effects the physical things 
they do, [ts really rewarding when you have a 
player make a change, fe thing and then, 
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College baseball is a young player 


game, and 
peaches and players tinders 


nd that you maximize your draft 
position and signing bonuses by having a great junior season. 
‘Thus, having star seniors on the roster is rare, but when you do, 
they can take your team to the next | 


‘To illustrate the point, the 2009 Baseball America ‘Top 100 
College Pi ist has twice as many draft eligible sopho- 


the six seniors that are listed. Coaches recruit with the 
knowledge and expectations that junior pla gn 90 per- 
cent of the time, so whenever you have a star senior come back, 
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a) 
Trio of star seniors return to finish i ‘ 
What they started 8y scorr CLENDENIN ‘89 


it is a huge advantage for the program. 

Three Aggie seniors decided to return for the 2009 season a 
ter turning down the opportunity to take the next step into pro- 
fessional baseball last year. Each came back with a clear goal — to 
advance their team into the College World Series. Luke Anders, 


arted and lead their team back to 

a decade. The trio played key roles 

ies won their first Big 12 championship 

since 1999 and advanced to the super regionals for the second 


straight year. 

“Think it says a lot about our program and the family environ- 
ment that we have here,” head coach Rob Childress said about 
players forgoing professional baseball to return to Aggieland. 
“They know there is unfinished business here and they want an- 
other shot. They are also confident enough in their abilities to 
know that professional baseball is going to be there when they 
choose to go, not just when professional baseball chooses them. 
They wanted to have another shot to come back and play for 
each other and do something special here at Texas A&M.” 

Walking off the field at Reckling Park after losing to Rice was 
the last thing these players wanted to have happen, and while 
they all respect the program on South Main, they know that as 
three players who played on the first Childress-coached team 
that finished last in Big 12 play, their legacy would be complete 
with a trip to Omaha. 

Anders was a lightly used left-handed pitcher with one at-bat 
his first season before transforming himself into the most feared 
hitter in the Big 12 with old-fashioned hard work. He was always 
the first player in the batting cages at Olsen Field and the last 
to leave, retooling his game into an offensive dynamo. When 
he hits the field with younger brother, Nick, the local products 
will become the first brother combination to start for A&M in 
known memory. 

“Losing twice to Rice really had me searching my heart on 
what to do,” Anders said. “We have great coaches and had great 
players coming in so | thought we had a chance to do something 
special this year. We just have to keep working hard at it.” 

‘The senior class also became the leaders of this team, starting 
last summer and carrying on during the fall scrimmage season. 

“In order for us to go where we want to go, people have to 
stand up,” Anders said. “The seniors needed to lead these young 
guys. If they get nervous or have questions they need to talk to 
the people that have been their before.” 

Colligan was in the middle of what looked to be a redshirt 
season in 2006. When injury and ineffectiveness left the coaches 
looking for a new centerfielder, Colligan came off the bench and 
homered in just his second game on the field. He fielded calls 
from pro teams until the 15th round of the draft last season be- 
fore telling them not to bother taking him since he was commit- 
ted to returning to Aggieland. 

“A lot of players just tell the scouts what they want to hear so 
they will get drafted,” Colligan said. “I negotiated with several 
teams, and when the money wasn’t right I told them that they 
shouldn’t waste the pick since I had a lot of school 1 could work 
on this year.” 


Colligan admits that coming up short on the team’s goal also 
factored into his decision. 

“Qur goal was to win the National Championship the past two 
years,” he said. “Not doing that played a factor in my draft status, 
and I knew that I wanted to come back and help this team win 
the national championship this season.” 

‘Thebeau was in the weekend starting rotation as true freshman, 
but he found his role as the ultimate swingman for Childress the 
last two seasons. He has been called on for long relief, closing a 
game, or stepping in as the starter with the season on the line. 
Aggie fans will never forget his regional clinching performance 
against Louisiana-Lafayette, striking out the last five batters he 
faced in the 5-2 victory. The thirteenth punchout came to the 
chant of his name echoing through Olsen Field. 

“It is great to be back with Anders, Colligan and Travis Star- 
ling (a redshirt in 2006),” Thebeau said. “We were all on the last 
place team in the Big 12, and last year we were on the first place 
team in the Big 12. It has been a lot of fun being here four years 
with these guys and you couldn’t ask for better players to be the 
leaders of this team.” 

The 1999 team that went to the College World Series saw 
John Scheschuk, Matt Ward and Erik Sobek all return and play 
key roles for the Aggies, much like the trio this season. Sche- 
schuk was second on the team in hitting and was named All-Big 
12 at first base. Sobek was also a key at the plate and played in the 
outfield. Ward was a weekend starter and was third on the team 
in victories. All three were better than ever as seniors. 

“It is hard to describe, but that year was the most fun I ever 
had playing baseball,” Scheschuk recalled about his senior season 
that earned him the Marion Pugh Most Valuable Player award. 
“The relationships we developed on that team and with people 
in the university in general were priceless. Coming back was an 
incredible experience and 1 am a big proponent of it.” 

One of the lasting memories of that year was Scheschuk hold- 
ing the super regional championship trophy over his head in 
front of the joyous Aggie crowd. 

“Losing to Mississippi State in the last game of the year in 
1998 absolutely impacted my decision to come back to school,” 
Scheschuk admits. “I got back and led my team to Omaha and 
had another chance to live out my life’s dream on Olsen Field.” 

Anders, Colligan and Thebeau have the same opportunity to 
take a leadership role and return Texas A&M back to Omaha for 
the first time in 10 years. 

“The difference makers this year are going to be those players 
who came back,” Childress said. “It says a lot about what we are 
doing here, that they would want to come back.” En 


"Seeing a group of guys coming back 
when they could have gone on to pro 
baseball says a lot about Texas A&M. It 
says a lot about the program and our 
coaches and what we want to do here.” 


—KyLe THEBEAU 
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Nine questions about the 2009 Texas A&M 
softball season for head coach Jo Evans 
BY JEREMY KSIONDA ‘04 AND BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 


Last year’s run was historic. How do you follow that? 

It's tough especially when you lose some key players. The big thing for us is 
to understand that the possibilities are endless. | don’t know many people 
who thought we would play for a national championship at the beginning 
of last year. Going in to this season, we have to understand that we have 
great potential. And we also have to let go of last year. This is a new team 
—new dynamic, new chemistry and new personnel. It's tempting to say v 
have the perfect formula to play for a national championship and just to 
follow everything we did last year, except now we have a completely dif- 
ferent team. We can take the things that match up with this year’s team, 
but we have to let go of everything else. It can be tricky because it’s really 
easy to live in the past and it's also a burden of "how are we going to repli- 
cate that season.’ We are really doing our best to let last year go, keep the 
excitement of the possibilities and to create our own team identity 


How do you replace your All-Americans and the leadership they 
provided on and off the field? 
We can’t replace them — we just have to move on with a different group. 
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Jo Evans 
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Holly Ridley and Erin Glasco are two of our three seniors — the other is a 

transfer from Boston College. Those two are really the core of our leader 

ship. They've been voted team captains and are doing a fantastic job. They 

had to Sort of let go of last year as well because they wanted everything to 

feel the same and it's not. They've had to be more patient and understand 
veterans playing on a young team. 


that they are now 


What are the strengths of this year's team? 

We are strong up the middle. Glasco, Macie Morrow and Natalie Villar- 
real did a great job last year — we led the nation in fielding percentage 
Rhi Kliesing is going to be a strength for us. | think offensively, we are a 
very strong team, We can hit throughout our lineup. We have good power 
and speed. Offensively and defensively, we have a really nice balance. 
Pitching is going to be our question. We are very young on the mound, 
Kligsing picked up some significant wins for us last year, but she didn't get 
a lot of time out there, Then we have Becca Arbino who is a freshman 
and is untested. She is coming off of mono, so she just started throwing 
which adds a wrinkle to our challenges, Savana Lloyd is our transfer from 
Boston College and we expect her to be a reliever for us. | think our level 
of success is going to depend on if those young pitchers can learn in a 
hurry. Hopefully our talent on offense will allow us to score a lot of runs 
and we can take some pressure off the young pitchers. 


Who are some of the new faces on the team this year? 

We have a freshman that’s gaing to be starting in centerfield ths season 
—Kelsea Orsak, She is very athletic, but has never really played outfield 
before. She reminds me of Sharonda McDonald who used to play for us. 
Sharonda had never really played outfield either, so we just put her out 
there and said, ‘Run!’ Kelsea is still learning the nuances of playing ou 
field, but she has great speed and is very aggressive. She’s not afraid 

dive for a ball and plays the game with a lot of heart, She is a left-handed 
slap-hitter like Sharonda was. We know she will make some mistakes as 
she gets comfortable and continues to develop. Offensively, if she catches 


on quickly, we'd love to have her in the leadoff spot. We're counting on 
Arbino to be In our starting rotation on the mound, She is a 6-foot, right- 
handed pitcher out of Clovis, California. Becca is very competitive and 
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Rebecca 
Arbino 


wants to be in the limelight — exactly what you want for a pitcher. She is 
strictly a pitcher, so she won't bat for us. Taryn Broussard will play first 
base for us when Rhi is on the mound. She has potential to be a very good 
hitter. Eden Mortis is our other freshman and she is more of a utility play- 
et, She will probably see less playing time this year because she is behind 
Glasco and our middle infielders, who are all very strong. 


Whenever you sign a Broussard, do you recruit half the town of 
Lake Jackson? There are a lot of Broussards down there. 

Yeah, her dad is already planning tailgates. | can imagine haw crazy it’s 
going to get in the Reed parking lot. It will probably smell like crawfish 
etoufette and beer out there, It will be great fun. 


There are some obvious similarities between your program and the 
soccer program going into this season. Can you use their success on 
the field to help motivate your team? 

Depending on how things play out for us, we can certainly use them as 
They took some knocks early losing some games that they 
don't typically lose. But they are so young and lost a great senior class 

like we did, The enthusiasm and eagerness of those young players really 
showed that they wanted to prove that they belong. It was fun to watch, 
them progress throughout the season and they came so close to making it 
to the Final Four. It's a great example for our young players that anything 
is possible, We have talent just like they have talent, but confidence i 
erything. It’s important for our players to play off the confidence they gain 
in practice and games. You have to have alittle bit of a swagger and you 
could see that develop on the soccer team as the season progressed. 


What does it mean to have Amanda Scarborough back this season 
as your pitching coach? 

Amanda is doing a fantastic job. She gives the pitchers a lot of confidence 
and reassurance, She is very good with the technical side of pitching and 
the mechanics, which is really helpful for the young pitchers. And she's 
been through the trenches and can share with them her wealth of experi- 
ence from the past four years. Amanda is the ultimate team player and 
makes our program better. We want to hang on to her as long as we can 


The team has a big non-conference series against perennial power- 
house Arizona at home. What kind of implications can that series 
have on the season? 

First of all, | think it's a great opportunity because we have never played 
them on our campus. When we played them in Arizona, they won two 

of three, but for us to get a win at their place significant. They 
don't have a real dominant pitcher either should be an interesting 
series. If we can take some wins from them, it will be a huge conf 
builder for the rest of the season. It would also help when it comes time 
for post-season tournament sélections. It’ going to be a great series, and 
if our kids can relish the situation and not be intimidated, it will give us a 
big boost. 


You also have a game against Sam Houston on April 22 that will 
have a different kind of impact. What can you tell us about it? 

Its called "Swing for Life." A friend of mine who | grew up playing ball 
with was diagnosed with breast cancer a few years ago. She fought 
through it and then started this campaign to increase awareness in the 
fight against breast cancer. Adidas is making some pink jerseys for us and 
we want It to be a fun event for the community and bring awareness for a 
worthy cause. Some of the bigger programs in the country are taking part 
in it and we want to be the team that does the best job with the event. A 


“It's tempting to say we have the 
perfect formula to play for a national 
championship and just to follow 
everything we did last year, except now 
we have a completely different team.” 


—Coach Jo Evans 
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ELECTRICIAN 
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EVER NEED. 
4 AUTOMATED BATTING CAGES 


4 MULTI-PURPOSE TUNNELS « 
FULLY STOCKED PRO SHOP * 
PRIVATE MEMBERS’ TRAINING AREA * Y 
BASEBALL/SOFTBALL CLINICS * GY 
PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTION ® = SZ 
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM* = NZ We know our customers want their experience 
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Repairs * Residential, Commercial and Industrial 
24/7 Emergency Service * New Construction * Renovations 


(979) 823-4000 


www.beaelectric.com 


4501 GLORIA ALLEN (OFF HWY 308) 
979-776-1960 
WWWEXTRAINNINGS-BCS.COM 
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REPAIRS 508] Leonard Rd in Bryan 
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All A&M Games, 


College Hoop Championship 


Sell your event tickets *Tickets to all events 


Contact us today * Money-back Guarantee 


1.800.SOLD.OUT *19 Years Experience a “ABETTER EXPERIENCE LIVES HERE 


www -TicketCity.com 
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the unexpected discovery of an 


AGGIE SPORTS FAN jesisccowi 


I never thought I'd be into this. 
I never thought I'd care whether a team 
won or lost or how the game was played. 
But, as much as it is a shock to me, there 
is no denying it. 

I grew up with a deep phobia of gym 
class, and could typically be found glued 
to the wall, trying desperately to be invis- 
ible. I was the kid that looked forward to 
being the first one out in dodgeball. 

I wasn’t a sports fanatic. ‘That is until 1 
met my then-future-husband, who hap- 
pens to be deeply rooted in Aggie sports. 
Istarted attending games in an attempt to 
impress him and had no intention other 
than that. I couldn't understand how he 
—or the other Aggie fans he surrounded 
himself with — could be so animated over 
acall a ref made or didn’t make. I learned 
very quickly that if a game didn’t end 
well, I wasn’t to talk to him for the rest of 
the day — especially about the game. 

It wasn’t long, however, until I was bit- 
ten by the Aggie spirit; it alone fueled me 
through a game. I began attending games 
regularly and, don’t tell, but I began to 
look forward to them too. I loved watch- 
ing Acie play and Megan pitch. 

But! didn’t like sports. No, not me. I’m 
not a sports fanatic. 

‘Then, one day everything changed. My 
soon-to-be husband was off shooting pic- 
tures for some sports magazine he works 
for (Aggieland Illustrated) while the Ag- 
gie softball team played the last game in 
the NCAA championship. My plan was 
to watch the championship game so that 
I could keep my husband updated while 
he was gone. 

I told myself I wasn’t really interested 
in the game. I only understood bits and 
pieces as the girls played, but I knew that 
our girls were working hard and they des- 
perately wanted to win. I could see it. 

As the game proceeded, I realized 1 was 
scooting closer and closer to the edge of 
my seat. | found myself startled when 1 
realized I was yelling at the TV screen 
—alone in my living room. 

‘Then it was over. We had lost. As the 
other team celebrated, the Aggie girls 


stood in disbelief — crushed. 

I may have been the kid that avoided 
gym class but I empathized greatly with 
the softball team, and their sensation of 
losing the thing they have lived most pas- 
sionately for. For some of the girls, like 
Megan, this was their last game ever in an 
Aggie uniform. For others — it was their 
last game ever. Sure, it’s “just a game,” 
but this was a trage 

‘Then, it happened. That moment I had 
talked about. As I was recapping the last 
moments of the game to my husband, a 
lump formed in my throat. 

“Irs not fair,” I told him, 
worked so hard.” 


“they've 


“Are you crying?” he asked. 

Ofcourse not, I thought. It’s a game. It’s 
silly to cry over a game. But, the truth is, I 
was crying. Megan and the girls changed 
it from just a game to a way of life for me. 
I may never enjoy a game of dodgeball as 
much as the next kid, but I enjoy Aggie 
sports. I may not be a sports fanatic but, I 
love yelling for the Aggies — they are “my 
team.” 

Even though last season ended sadly, 
now I have a new season to look forward 
to. New players, new pitches, new rea- 
sons to love the game. 

I never thought I'd be into this. But 1 
am so glad that lam. mi 
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in Downtown Snook 


The Czech/Tex invites you to try our great steaks and other home cooked entrees. 
We use only Aged Heavy Angus beef and we hand cut each steak to ensure it's 
freshest quality. We also have a large selection of fish, pork, BBQ and chicke 
All our foods are personally prepared in our kitchen from scratch and our pies and 
cobblers are the best you can find because grandma makes them just like at home. 
‘CzeCh us out” — you will be glad you did. We really do have the best steaks and 
home cooking in the Brazos V 
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Capture the spirit 
of Aggieland atthe 
Courtyard by Marriott 
in College Station. 


y, eral 


Mexican Food Suprem«s 


The Courtyard offers great 
amenities such as free 
high-speed intemet; a full 
hot buffet breakfast at the 
Courtyard Cafe; dinner 
delivery service; and a 
lounge bar in the evening 
just to name a few. 


Whether you're in town for 

business or just to cheer on 

the team, the Courtyard is 
the place to stay. 


3939 HWY 6 SOUTH ® COLLEGE STATION ¢ 979-695-8111 


L www.courtyard.com/clley 
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(top left) The Texas Aggie Dance Team entertains the crowd during halftime of the men’s game against Oklahoma. (top right) Members of the Dance Team and 
the 12th Man hold their hands up high while an Aggie attempts a free throw. (above) Students saw varsity’s horns off before the Texas Tech game (left), and 
with Coach Turgeon after beating Baylor (right). (below left) All-time leading scorer Bernard King made a return visit to Aggieland in January and watched the 
Ags battle Oklahoma. (middle) Derrick Roland and B.J. Holmes join students for the War Hymn. (right) Dance Team member Monica Laughlin energizes the oF 
Aggie crowd. (bottom) Aggie fans show how much they want to BTHO TECH! 
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ICE HOCKEY IN AGGIELAND 


BY JASON MCCONNELL '01 


“Building Champions” is the 
slogan that the Texas A&M athletic de- 
partment uses to define the philosophy 
of the NCAA sports on campus. But one 
group of students outside the scope of the 
NCAA is also taking that to heart. 

Since 2001, the Texas A&M ice hockey 
team has heen a recognized club sport un- 
der the umbrella of Recreational Sports. 
While they lack the visibility and mon- 
etary support that the NCAA brings, they 
are having a record-setting year, leading 
all the other teams in the state and ranked 
in the top 10 in their division. 

The Aggie hockey team was originally 
formed in 1982 when a group of stu- 
dents got together to play the game for 
fun. But hockey was not a popular sport 
in the state at that time, and once those 
founding students graduated, the team 
dissolved. However, the popularity of the 
sport started to increase in Texas when 
the Minnesota North Stars moved to 


AGGIELAND ILLUSTRATED 


Dallas in 1993, becoming the state’s first 
NHL franchise. The following year, Tex- 
as’ largest city contributed to the increase 
with the formation of the Houston Aeros 
THL team. 

A few years later, in 1997, a new group 
of students decided to resurrect the team 
with the intention of playing other uni- 
versity club teams. This group of stu- 
dents was very passionate and dedicated 
to the sport, driving from College Station 
to Austin or Houston for games and prac- 
tices since there was not a local ice rink. 
‘That changed in 2005 when the city of 
College Station, along with private inves- 
tors, developed the Arctic Wolf Ice Cen- 
ter giving the team a permanent home. 

Today, the Aggies compete in the 
Western Region of the American Colle- 
giate Hockey Association. The ACHA is 
comprised of over 375 men’ and wom- 
en’s teams, separated in divisions based 
on skill level. The Aggies are in Divi- 


sion II - the middle division in the men’s 
league. Teams are ranked due to strength 
of schedule and quality of wins, much like 
the BCS. 

Unlike NCAA sports which tradition- 
ally span about a semester, the hockey 
season runs a large portion of the year. 
‘Tryouts start the week after school starts 
with the first game being generally at the 
end of September or early October. Re- 
gional Playoffs start late February, with 
Nationals held in mid-March. 

The current team consists of about 20 
players — all with prior hockey experi- 
ence. While a lot of club sports allow for 
any student and skill level to participate, 
the hockey team has a tough tryout pro- 
cess in which students who do not have 
junior or high-school playing experience 
do not generally join. 

The team does have a few benefits to 
not being an NCAA sport. One is not 
having any recruiting guidelines. While 
they have not recruited players in the 
past, they are starting to passively recruit 
future players to A&M by sending out 
emails and contacting traveling teams 
throughout the state. 

They are also given much more flex- 
ibility since they are a student-run orga- 
nization. The Aggie players and students 
hold leadership positions that run the or- 
ganization off the ice, including soliciting 
sponsorships, holding fund-raisers and 
league communication. On the ice, how- 
ever, the team turns the reigns over to 
volunteer head coach Scott Ball. Coach 
Ball controls everything from playing 
lines to disciplinary actions. 

Since the team is not funded by the 
NCAA or athletic department, the team 
is almost exclusively self-funded by dues 
and donations. Each athlete pays about 
$2,000 per year to play on the team to 
offset the costs of ice time, equipment, 
and officials. The largest team expense is 
travel. The Aggies schedule 30 or more 
games a year, along with a flying trip to 


give the team exposure to other universi- 
ties outside of the region. This year, the 
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Top 5 Reasons to watch Aggie hockey 
by senior team captain Phil Lowery: 
Winning — the best record in school 
history and a chance to make the playoffs 
Fast & Physical — Combines the hatd 
hitting of football with the constant 
motion of basketball 
New Tiadition — And it’s growing 
Only Sport Played on Ice 
We Love to See Fans — Loud fans help 
the team win. 


team traveled to California to face UC 
Long Beach and San Jose State Univer- 


on campus — th 
are doing just that. They 
val Te 


re undefeated 
s in five games thi 
and twice in the spring. 
is known as th 
was plays 
ter in Dallas — home of the Dallas Sta 
The Aggie gives them a 4-2 
overall record in the Cup seri 

The Aggies have a chance to finish the 
season 2( 
—with a good possibility of playing in re- 
gional playoffs. If they do well, the next 

) is the National Championship — th 

same goal as the other athletes on campus 
who are “building champions. 

If you are interested in donating or spon- 

the Texas A&M hockey team, please 
.tamuice hocke, 


Game Winning 
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Score BIG 
with these 
Tailgate Packs 
from 


Buppy’s! 


FIRST DOWN SPECIAL: (Feeds 4-6 people) | $44.95 
Your Choice of 2 Meats (2 [bs total), 2 Quarts of Sides, 
BBQ Sauce, Pickles, Peppers, Onions and Bread. 

SLAM DUNK: (Feeds 8-10 people) | $64.95 

Your Choice of 3 Meats (3 [bs total), 2 Quarts of Sides, 
8B Sauce, Pickles, Peppers, Onians and Bread 


12TH MAN SPECIAL: (Feeds 12 people) | $89.95 

Your Choice of Meats (4 |bs total), 2-1/2 Gallons of Sides, 
Pint of BEQ Sauce, Pickles, Peppers, Onions, and 1 

Loaf of Bread. 

FAJITA FIESTA: (Feeds 8-10 people) | $74.95. 

Beef and Chicken Fajita Meat (4 Ibs total), Tortillas (20), 
Grilled Onions, Sour Cream; Guacamole, Pinto Beans, 
Chips & Salsa. 

Meat Choices: Brisket « Sausage = Chicken » Turkey *Ribs 
Side Choices: Pinto Beans, Green Beans, Ranch Potatoes, 
Potato Salad, Coleslaw, Kemel Carn 


*Papérdoods inckided witlrall Tailgate Packs 


Barbecue Ribs 


CATERING 


We Feed People. 


Voted Area's #1 Caterer 
for7 Straight Years! 


506 SulphurSprings | Bryan 


979-779-6417 


www.buppys.com 
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One In 
a Million 


BY BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 


When Terrence Murphy was being recruited out 
of Chapel Hill High School in Tyler, Texas, he had 15 scholar- 
ship offers from Division I universities to play quarterback — the 
position he had played all of his life. ‘Texas A&M was not one of 
those schools, however. ‘Then-head coach R.C. Slocum and the 
Aggie coaching staff saw his potential as a wide receiver. 

Murphy fell in love with the traditions and the coaching staff 
at A&M, and was intrigued by the emergence of star wide re- 
ceiver Robert Ferguson. After witnessing the Aggies’ near upset 
victory over eventual National Champion Oklahoma in 2000, 
Murphy knew this was the place that he wanted to be — even if it 
meant switching positions. 

One of seven wide receivers in his signing class, people didn’t 
expect much out of Murphy once he got on campus and “sort of 
blew him to the side.” Then, in his first game as an Aggie wide 
receiver, Murphy provided a glimpse of things to come as he 
caught the game-winning touchdown. 

Despite playing through some disappointing seasons and go- 
ing through a coaching change midway through his college ca- 
reer, “I-Murph” rewrote the Texas A&M receiving record book 
and twice was selected to the All-Big 12 Ist Team as a receiver 
and kick returner. 

“Some people say I was a legend,” Murphy adds. “Some peo- 
ple say I was good. Hard work and faith in God led to the success 
that I have had.” 


NFL BOUND 

Murphy’s stellar career in Aggieland led to him being selected 
by the Green Bay Packers in the 2nd round in the 2005 NFL 
Draft — by then-head coach Mike Sherman. 

“When I got there, I quickly realized the NFL was not what I 
thought it was,” Murphy admits. “Not always ina bad way nec- 
essarily — it’s just a business. And I don’t really get star-struck, but 


I still remember the first time I saw Brett Favre. His hands and 
head were a lor bigger than I thought they were. His hands were 
huge 

After being slowed by injuries throughout training camp and 
the preseason, Murphy finally got a chance to shine and did not 


disappoint. The rookie caught five passes for 36 yards and re- 
turned five kickoffs for 91 yards in Weeks 2-4. He was also mak- 
ing great strides in practice. And suddenly, everything changed. 
In the second quarter of the Week 4+ game against Carolina, 
the Panthers’ Thomas Davis tackled Murphy during a kickoff re- 
turn. Murphy was hurt and medical staffers had to wheel him off 
the field on a stretcher. The injury was later diagnosed as spinal 
stenosis and it eventually forced him to retire from football. 


“God had a different plan for me,” Murphy said. 


COMING HOME 

After working briefly as an assistant coach for Green Bay and 
a junior college, Murphy had some decisions to make about his 
future. His fiancée had just graduated from the University of 
‘Texas and they got married. He had two NFL coaching offers to 
consider — Green Bay and Seattle. But there wasa feeling that he 
could not ignore. 

“My heart was telling me to move back to Aggieland,” he said. 
“J just had to convince my wife. Ultimately, I turned down those 
two NEL jobs and said, ‘God is calling me back to Bryan/Col- 
lege Station for a reason.” 

Back in Aggieland, Murphy found a desire to pursue entrepre- 
neurial opportunities. He started a real estate company investing 
in income producing properties, while also doing a lot of minis- 
try work. 


A NEW OPPORTUNITY 

While looking for a franchise opportunity for his wife (then- 
fiancée), Murphy came across Play-N-Trade and was immedi- 
ately impressed by what the company had to offer. 

“As a football player at A&M, when we weren't on the football 
field, we were either lifting weights, watching film, studying or 
eating,” he recalled. “If we weren’t doing one of those things, we 
were playing video games.” 

But Murphy and other athletes often found themselves dis- 
appointed with what the local gaming stores had to offer. And 
they rarely found themselves im- 
pressed with the customer service. 
Murphy saw Play-N-Trade as a 
perfect opportunity to provide the 
Bryan/College Station communi- 
ty with something it has never had 
before — a new age gaming store. 


ROW HAVENS “88 


With the help of former Aggie team- 
mate Quinlin Germ: Murphy opened 
the area’s first Play-N-Trade in January in 
the newly constructed Bryan Towne Cen- 
ter. He plans to open two more stores in 
College Station in the near future. 

Like many of the other gaming stores 
in the area, Play-N-"Trade buys, sells and 
trades video games. The personable cus- 
tomer service and plentiful customer ben- 
efits are what makes the company unique. 
Using one of the store’s eight 32-inch 
plasma TVs or the 52-inch in the back, 
customers can try any game out before 
they buy it. 

“Nowhere else can you walk in and say, 
‘let me try out this brand new game that 
just came out this morning,” Murphy 
says. 

Play-N-Trade also offers retro games, 
a disk renewal program, VIP birthday 
parties and in-store tournaments. Mur- 
phy has plans to start lock-ins later this 
Spring. 

“Ona Wednesday or Friday night, par- 
ents will be able to sign in their kids and 
leave them at the store,” he explains. “We 
will lock the doors at 9 p.m. and nobody 
can come in or go out after that. We will 
eat pizza, hang out and provide a safe ha- 
ven for the kids to play. At the end, we 
will witness to them and motivate them 
to do the right things, stay off drugs and 
give their life to Christ.” 


A MILLION IDEAS 

Murphy jokes that he has “a million 
ideas.” He is co-writing a book with Rusty 
Burson that is coming out soon. He wants. 
to start a Bryan/College Station Corvette 
Club to raise money for charity. He wants 
to help current ie athletes meet local 
business leaders and learn about the op- 
portunities they could pursue after col- 
lege. All while continuing his ministry 
work and sharing his testimony. He also 
wants to get back into coaching someday 
—sort of. 

“My goal one day is to coach my kids,” 
he admits. “I don’t have any yet, but we're 
planning on it, God willing.” 

And one day down the road, Murphy 
would like to work for Texas A&M in 
some fashion. 

“I'd like to work for the 12th Man 
Foundation or Texas A&M Foundation 
once I get the entrepreneurial stuff out 
of my system,” he said. “Slow down, have 
kids and work for A&M. 


Personalized Footballs 


The perfect keepsake of your little Aggie. 


ALL, 


FULL LINE OF 
WITH TEXAS A&M). FUND Ri Vi 
‘START YOUR OWN TRADITION. 


LaRoche GM Dealerships 
900 Hwy 290 W 
Brenham, TX 77833 
1-800-3LaRoche 


Come by and see us for all your service, collision repair, parts, and 
vehicle purchase needs. Our Sales department sells Chevrolet, 
Cadillac, Pontiac, Buick and GMC Trucks 


24 Hour Roadside Assistance: 979-830-3693 
Business hours: 7:30-5:00 Mon-Fri 8:00-12:00 Sat 


If you are interested in being a part of 
our Aggie Owned & Operated feature, 
please contact us at 979-229-8046 or 
editor@aggielandillustrated.com 


Aggieland 


LUSTRATED 
wwwaggielandillustrated.com 


BUSINESS 
OWNERS 


AGGIE 


Jt *81 Bd wos) a6uEy/ey> e/AL1 Iv Ob 


aggielandillustrated.com 


oldarmy 


A record-setting receiver for the Aggies in the early 
1960's, Ken "Dude" McLean is best remembered for 
his 91-yard touchdown catch against the Longhorns, 
which is called the “Texas Special” in college football 
lore. Early in the second quarter of the 1965 Thanks- 
giving Day game, A&M quarterback Harty Ledbetter 
bounced a lateral to Jim Kaufman, who caught the 
ball and stomped his feet in anger, much to the cha- 
grin of 40,000 at Kyle Field 


Then Kaufman looked up and threw a pass to a wide- 
open McLean, who was 15 yards past the last Texas 
defender. The play, which at the time was the lon- 
gest in school history and the Southwest Conference, 
helped underdog A&M to a 17-0 lead, before Texas 
rallied for a 21-17 victory. Texas head coach Darrell 
Royal called the play “one of the most original and 
clever plays I've ever seen.” 


Forty-three seasons later, McLean still holds the school 
record for receiving yards in a single game with his 
legendary 250-yard receiving effort that day against 
Texas. 


McLean passed away in February after a long battle 
with lung cancer. Here 
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Own a part of Texas A&M history! The former 12th Man Kickoff Team O N LY 
players have created a book, No Experience Required, depicting their ey 
trials and tribulations. 


It is an inspiratio 


All book proceeds are used for scholarships for students in need at Texas A&M. 
The 12th Man Kickoff Team continues to give its all to the University 
that believed not only in their spirit but in their dream. 


LIMITED EDITION LEATHER BOUND DELUXE COLLECTOR'S EDITION 
HAND SIGNED BY COACH SHERRILL — $149.95 


www.12thMKOT.com 
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We can help! 


